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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP.

a prince had just ascended the imperial throne who united
dominions vaster than any Europe had seen since the
days of his great namesake. Spain and Naples, Flanders,
and other parts of the Burgundian lands, as well as large
regions in eastern Germany, obeyed Charles: he drew
inexhaustible revenues from a new empire beyond the
Atlantic. Such a power, directed by a mind more reso-
lute and profound than that of Maximilian his grandfather,
might have well been able, despite the stringency of his
coronation engagementsa and the watchfulness of the
electorsb, to override their usurped privileges, and make
himself practically as well as officially the head of the
nation. Charles the Fifth, though from the coldness of
his manner0 and his Flemish speech never a favourite
among the Germans, was in point of fact far stronger
than Maximilian or any other Emperor who had reigned
for three centuries. In Italy he succeeded, after long
struggles with the Pope and the French, in rendering
himself supreme: England he knew how to lead, by
flattering Henry and cajoling Wolsey: from no state but
France had he serious opposition to fear. To this
strength his imperial dignity was indeed a mere accident;
its sources were the infantry of Spain, the looms of
Flanders, the sierras of Peru. But the conquest once
achieved, might could lose itself in right; and as an
earlier Charles had veiled the terror of the Frankish

heartiness which, apt as it is to be
stifled by education in the purple,
has nevertheless been possessed by
several other royal lines, greatly
contributing to their vitality; as. for
instance by more than one prince
of the houses of Brunswick and
Hohenzollern.

a The so-called 'Wahlcapitula-
tion.*
b The electors long refused to
elect Charles, dreading his great
Hereditary power, and were at last
induced to do so only by their
overmastering fear of the Turks.
c Nearly all the Hapsburgs seem
to have wanted that sort of genial